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Dolls For Black And White Children From 1940's Through 


1970's And Impact On Development 


The white missionaries who came to Saint Aug's from New 
England were darling to us. They gave Bessie and me these 
beautiful china dolls that probably were very expensive. 
Those dolls were white, of course. You couldn't get a 
colored doll like that in those days. Well, I loved mine, 
just the way it was, but do you know what Bessie did? She 
took an artist's palette they had also given us and sat down 
and mixed the paints until she came up with a shade of brown 
that matched her skin. Then she painted that white doll's 


face! None of the white missionaries ever said a word about 


it. Mama and Papa just smiled. (Sarah Delany) 

Growing up in the 1940s through 1970s, in the shadow of 
the second world war, it was natural for children —- 
including little black children like my two brothers and me 
-- to want to play war, to mimic what we heard on the radio, 
what we watched in black and white on our brand new floor 


model Motorola. In these war games, everyone wanted to be 


-- the fearless, conquering white male 


Allied troops 
again, 


the 

heroes who had made the world safe for democracy, yet 

and saved us all from yellow peril. No one, of course, 

wanted to play the enemy who most often was not the 

Germans or the [Italians but the Japanese. So the enemy 
remained invisible, lurking in 


became or, more rightly, 
at with sticks we pretended were rifles and 


bushes we shot 
"Take that," we 


stabbed at with make-believe bayonets. 


shouted, liberally peppering our verbal assaults with racial 


epithets. "And that! And that!" It was all in fun -- our 
venom and vigor. All's fair in wars of words. We understood 


little of what we said and nothing of how much our child's 


play reflected the sentiments of a nation that even in its 
tiner, pre-war moments had not embraced as citizens LoS 


Asian immigrants or claimed as countrymen and women their 


American-born offspring. 
However naively imitative, our diatribe was interrupted 


forever one summer afternoon by the angry voice of our 


chastising us through the open window. "Stop that," 


mother, 
she said. "Stop that this minute. It's not nice. You're 
do you understand? And 


talking about the Japanese. Japanese, 
don't let me ever hear you call them anything else." In the 


lecture that accompanied dinner that evening, we were made 
to understand not the history of Japanese-Americans, the 
or the horror of Hiroshima, but 


injustice of internment, 


Sin é 2xre 
wily that there were real people behind the names we 
cal 
siled; that name-calling always hurts somebody, always 
= ’ S 
' « = ; 
s humanity. Our young minds were led on 


undermines someone 
f ¢ . " " : e » : 
rom Jap" to "nigger"; and if we were too 


journey 
the origins and fine points of all 


the short 


young then to understand 
such pejoratives, we were old enough to know firsthand the 


of one of them. 


pain 
this early experience left me free 


J cannot claim that 


of prejudice, but it did assist me in growing up at once 


aware of my own status as "different" and conscious of the 


of others so labeled. It is important to note, 


exclusion 
however, that my sense of my own difference was affirmed and 


confirmed not simply by parental intervention but also by 


the unrelenting sameness of the tiny, almost exclusively 


white town in which I was raised. There in the country 
duits who 


confines of East Bridgewater, Massachusetts, the a 
surrounded me (except for my parents) were all white, as 
the authors who thrilled me 


were the teachers who taught me, 
and the 


(and instilled in me a love of literature), 
lled me nigger one moment and 


neighborhood children who ca 
d the next. And when my brothers and I went our 


frien 
perly gendered spheres, the dolls ‘3 


separate ways into pro 
_- like almost everything else about my 


played with 
o white: Betsy Wetsy, Tiny Tears, and 


environment -- were als 


Patty Play Pal. 


—————————— 


it seems remarkable to me now, as I remember these 
for all the daily 


childish things long since put away, that, 
And 


Toys R Us and F.A.O. Schwarz. 


reminders of my blackness, 
the inhabitants of these foreign lands -- 


lo and behold, 
from Disney's Princess Jasmine to Mattel's Jamaican Barbie 


dye-dipped versions of archetypal white 


-- are just like us, 
American beauty. It is not only a small world after all, 
as the Grammy award-winning theme from Aladdin informs 


but, 
us, "it's a whole new world." 
The current Dolls boom may be in part the result of 


multiculturally oriented developments both in the dolls 
Inc 


new, 
and in their marketing. In the fall of 1990, Mattel 
announced a new marketing strategy to boost its sales: the 


corporation would "go ethnic™ in its advertising by 
launching an ad campaign for the black and Hispanic versions 
of the already popular doll. Despite the existence’ of black, 


Asian, and Latina Barbies, prior to the fall of 1990 
Mattel's print and TV ads featured-omty white dolls. In what 


Newsweek described as an attempt to capitalize on ethnic 
spending power, Mattel began placing ads for multicultural 
Barbies in such Afrocentric publications as Essence magazine 
and on such Latin-oriented shows as “Pepe Plata" after 
market research revealed that most black and Hispanic 


consumers were unaware of the company's ethnic dolls. This 


targeted advertising was a smart move, according to the 


niece tos 
dust y analysts cited b 
ts cite y Newsweek, beca 
ak, -cause “Hispanics 
‘ ics 
$170 billion wortt f : fii 
2iil 1 orth o goods e2 
‘ ds each year | 
: e and| blacks 


ar 
BOutT vi J 


pena even more. Indeed, sales of black Barbie dol ls 


reportedly doublec 
y pled in the year following this new 


snted a 
d campaign.1 But determined to present 


Ss oli ic , . < Fir i j 

Ss p c cally correct as well as inancia ly savvy 

Mattel was ui k j © ; 

MM a quick to point out that ethnic audience who are 
~- Ces, a — 


able to purchase dolls who look like them, also h 
=m , Ss lave 


2 
ofite i 

d from the corporation's new marketing priorities 
according to 


a! 
hy 


role model for all of her owners, 


ager Deborah Mitchell, herself an African 


"Barbie allows little girls to dream, she 


asserted —- to which the Newsweek reporter added (seemingly 
ethnic Barbie lovers will be able to 


without irony): “now, 


dream in their own image (Berkwitz 48) .- 
Far from simply playing with the sixty or so dolls I 
have acquired in the past year, then, I take them very 
d =o aaits as 


In fact- L regard Barbie an 
em: as objects that do 


seriously- 
ight have regarded th 


Louis Althusser m™ 
riarchy ard capitalism 


se of child's play- 


m in the most 
But- 3S_ 


e hit the 


the dirty work of pat 


insidious Way ~~ in the gui 
feminists have protested almost from the moment sh 
imply a child! s toy or just ¢ teenage 

eee 


Barbie is not 5 
perhaps the icon - 


_— 


1 of the ‘far 


market, 


she is an icon 
from 


fashion doll: 
nity, 4 oni 


white womanhood and femini 


ideological stuff of which the (Miss) Americar 
re made 


innocent 
irez - . : 

dream and other mystiques of race and gender 4 
one of the founders of 


Invented by Ruth Handler, 


Ma > «< d ed afte er Oe ghter sea Tt e& ao ~ 
ttel, ar name . r h jaught Be 2 a 

ie 
real force in t he toy market since Matte 


the American 


a very 
Toy Fair in 


introduced them at 
despite the skepticism of toy store buyers -- 


time were primarily men -- the first shipment 
n dolls and a million costumes sold out immeciate 


millio 
eled 


The first Barbies, which were mod 


(Larcen A7) - 
sexy German doll and comic strip character named Lil- 


all white, but in 1967 Mattel premiered a black versio 


the doll called ~Colored Francie.” "Colored Franc 


white "Francie Fairchild” introduced the year before, 
supposed to be Barbie's "MOD'ern™ younger cousin. waite 


ensa 


—=* 


doll modeled and mark 
Gidget, white Francie had been an international 5s 
t destined to duplicate her 


Francie was no 
Then 


success. Although the "black is beautiful" 


but Colored 


prototype's 
of both the civil rights ana black power movements may have 
suggested a ready market for a beautiful’ black doll, Color=c 
d not sell its. - 
the 


Francie in fact di 
operator, and curator of 


Evelyn Burkhalter, owner, 
Alto, California —- home TO 


11 of Fame in Palo 


attributes Colored Francie's 


Barbie Ha 


16, 000 Barbie dolls 


comme i : - 
rcial failure to the racial climate of the times. Doll 
reflected the same resistance 


purchasing patterns, it seems, 


to in i 
tegration that was felt elsewhere in the nation. In her 
implied family ties to white Barbie, Colored Francie 


suggested more than simple integration. She implied 


a make-believe mixing of races that may have 


miscegenation: 
pardized the doli's real market value. Cynthia Roberts 


jeo 
author of Barbie: Thirty Years of America's Doll ( 1989 ) 


maintains that Colored Francie flopped because of her 


straight hair and Caucasian features (44), which seemingly 


were less acceptable then than now. No doubt Mattel's 

decision co call 1t6 += black Barbie "Colored Francie” 

also contributed to the aati"s demise. The use of the Aree 
"colored in the midst of civil 


moded, even racist term 
suggested that while Francte 


rights and black power activism 
" Mattel was still in the dark(y) ages- In 


might be "MOD*ern, 

any case, neither black nor white audiences pought the idea 

e's colored relations, and Mattel promptly took the 
alled 


of Barbi 
replacing her with a black doll ¢ 


doll off the market, 
Christie in 1968. 
ck dolls appeared throughout 


While a number of other bla 
and seventies — including the Julia doll, 


acter played by P 
s not until 198 


lack singer and 


the late sixties 
Q that Mattel 


ed after the TV char 


model 
actress Diahann Carroll -- it wa 
s that were called Barbie like their 


introduced black doll 


counterparts Toa 
é S odayv, Yarbie doll j 
& Gome in a virtt 
é ia) 
. 
Ow OOoaii tio 
itian of colora, races, ethnicaitises and 
5 ' 
look remarkably Like the 


moat of whieh 


2 1alit = 
prototypical w ; \ =| c r 
t hite Harbie, modified only by 45 dash of ; 
> ° . . ; .® ] 
change of “Os e i eaaa w ro t 
¢ ocoatume, it ia thea euld=b mil icultur ; 
- ~ : Ai 


_ 
slls of the world" - 
: orld Jamaican Barbie, Nigerian and Kenyar 
z ’ sriyarti 
Malaysian Barbie ~ 
alaysié : », CA f é j 
9 inese Barbie, Mexican, Spanish, 
and Brazilian Barbie, e' cetera, et cetera, et cet 
alse $ setera~* 
> > 
that interest me For me tt 
. 1e8e@ dolls are 
a 3 at once a symbol 
multiculturalism has become at the 


and a symptom of what 

la) .t @ 1 ~ “ 

hands of contemporary commodity culture: an easy and 
. -* 2 a 


profitable way off the hook of Eurocentrism that 


immensely 
cultural diversity without the 


gives us the face of 
particulars of racial difference. 
the current fascination with the bl 
ecially the female body -~ 4 contemporary yersion 


1920s? Is multiculturalism to 


ack or colored 


Is 
body ~—esp 
he primitivism of the 


It was 


of t 
m was to modernism? 


ernism what primitivis 


y toa round table discussion on precisely 


postmod 


while on my wa 
ack Barbie dolls in 


IT bought my first bl 


es of an already problematic 


this question that 
93. As carbon copi 


rized Mattel toys seemed to me the 


March of 19 
ginal, these colo 
s with which to 4 
of multicultura 
t constructs 4 


ori 
\lust rate the point I wanted to 
lism into an easy 


perfect tool 
s the Other 


ut the collapse 


make abo 
y adds what i 


pluralism that simpl 


without upsetting the fundamental precepts and paradigms of 

Western c ; i | 
estern culture or, in the case of Mattel, without changing 

the mold. 

entirely immune to such cr itiques, Mattel sought 


Not 
from black parents and early childhood 


expert advice 
the development and marketing of its newest 


specialists in 
ijef among the expert witnesses 


line of black Barbie dolls. Ch 
as clinical psychologist Darlene Powell Hopson, who 
her husband Derek S. Hopson a study of 


rent and 


Ww 
coauthored with 
ism and child development entitled Diffe 
ack Children ina Race-Conscious 
the book, 


rac 
Wonderful: Raising Bl 
( 1990 ). AS part of their research for 
breaking study conducted by 
Os. 


Society 


the Hopsons repeated a ground- 
neth and Mamie Clark in the 194 


o demonstrate 


black psychologists Ken 
s used black and white dolls t 


The Clark 
d segregation on black 


ive effects of racism an 
etween a white doll and a 


the negat 
n in the 


children. When given a choice b 
nt of the black childre 


findings became an 


black doll, nearly 70 perce 
on in 1954. 


EL ne Clarks* 


chose the white dol 
the Board of Educati 


study 
important factor in Brown V- 
More recently, some scholars have called jnto question not 
arks'findings but heir interpretation; 


he realm of make 
essarily reflects a 
, the 


necessarily the Cl 
the assumption that, int -beLieve, 4 black 
a white doll nec 


For the Hopsons, however, 


chiid's choosing 


negative self concept -5 


remains compelling In 1985 they repeated 


larks' research 
an alarming 65 percent 


he Clarks’ doll test and found that 
of the black children in their sample chose a white doll 
over a black one. Moreover, 76 percent of the childrer 
interviewed said that the black dolls “looked bad” to them 
Hopson XixX). 

2s they make of dolls in 


to the clinical 


In addition 
also give considerable 


their experiments, the Hopsons 
attention to what they call "doll play” in their book, 
specifically mentioning Barbie. "If your daughter likes 

by all means get her Barbie,” they advise 


"Barbie*‘* dolls, 
"But also choose Black characters from the 


black parents. 
You do not want your child to grow up thinking 


Barbie world. 
only White dolls, and by extension White people, are 


(Hopsons 127, emphasis original). (Note 


that 
seems to 


attractive and nice” 
unmodified in the preceding passage, 


that "Barbie,” 


mean white Barbie dolls.) The Hopsons suggest that parents 


da other 


e their children with black an 
heir 


should not only provid 
they should get involved in t 


ethnic dolls but that 
"Help them dress and groom the dolls 


children's doll play- 
" they advise, offering the 


mpliment them both, 
outine: "'This is a beautiful goLik. Le 
It's just like yours- 


t her hair. 
(119) 


while you co 


following suggested Ir 


our doll’*s?”* 


looks just like you- Look a 
ords such 


Did you know your nose is as pretty as Y 
They also suggest that parents use "complimentary W 


ovely pretty er nice so that [the ch a 
that the child wil 
associate the h 
E m with his or her own a 
is or er ow image 124 
Certainly it is 
ily Ss important Oo = E 
1p tant to help children feel good 
argue, however, that the “just 


about themselves. One might 
like you™ simile and the beautiful d 


these suggestions h 
a nlieri rea 


to 
to the chil 


run the risk of transmitting 


the same old beauty myth. Barbie dolls 
iin 


Like 
oe 


version of 
they make beauty -—- and by implication wort 


themselves, 


+ 


a matter of physical characteris 
In spite of i i i ~ 
p their own good intentions, the Hopsons, in 
linking play with "beautiful" dolls to positive seli- 
imagining, echoed Mattel's own marketing campaign. It is not 
surprising, then, that the Hopsons'* findings and the 
tegies they designed for using dolls to 
In 1990 


interventional stra 

instill ethnic pride caught the attention of Mattel. 
Darlene Hopson was asked to consult with the corporation's 
borah Mitchell and designer Kitty Black- 


manager De 
—~ in the development of a 


both African Americans 
pted" black fashion dolis. 


product 


Perkins 
"realistically scul 
Shani and her friends 


about a year later 


new line of 
he newest members -of Barbie's 


Hopson agreed and 
Nichelle became t 


Asha and 
ever-expanding family- 
Shani means "marvelous" in Swahili, according t© the 
llage Voice columnist Lisa Jones 


jJolis' press kit. But as Vi 


i wonde: 1 novelty’ (ui 
) My 7 7 j | ’ 
while Shear 
F) aril ; 
1 Iweahili female hame meaning 
iin marvel 
Kiswahili word “shani™ t 
; i t afi 
iv 7 
something unusual” (Otte 
} wart LZ) m it ; ' “i 
new 
play thing 18 not just marvel 
; ’ " i , 
; 
we : f 
ards, but, a8 her name alao ugae 
14 ita, svi : Oittereniece 
1mnce ‘ 
} arnate a novelty, 4 new enterp! ; 
; , tat Li¢ a? 
; ’ rt ‘ 
black female Other 80 often iLé ar i 
ae ari @24OLLS 
Like any other p! oud, Welletordo f{ rent I 
40a ; — fae a 


de é > Z " = 
debutante, Matte 1 gave Shani her own coming ¢ Sy 
¥ ata arty a 


International Toy Fair in February of 19%) ‘ 
, nie Gaia eveti 


included a tribute to black designers and 4n app 
: An ADpSeaAratcet wy 


En Vogue singing the Negro Nat ional Anthem, "Lift Every 
Voice and Sing” evidently the song of choice of the ao\4 
Mattel describes as "tomorrow's African American woman 
Also making their debuts were Shani's friends Asha and 


hues in whi ch their 


Nichelle, notable for the different 
black plastic skin comes ~~ 2M innovation due 4h part to 
influence. Shani, the signature doll of the 


Darlene Hopson's 
Asha 


culture *"“prown-8k4 nned"; 


is what we call in the 


line, 
ana Nichelle 


(some would say "highyella")? 
added in 1992, 


is honey-colored 


is deep mahogany- Their male friend Jamal, 


es the collection. 
Lo-one ratio of 


complet 
ake-) believing, the three 


For the un (m 


- - 
Shani quartet —— three black females to one black male 
c thing about these dolls. In the 


Shani and her 


the 


-~ may be the most realisti 
eyes and the advertising of Mattel, however 
’ 

black female thing the 


triends are the most authentic 
"Tomorrow's African 


mainstream toy market has yet produced. 


(an appellation which, as L 
"Today's Black 


isa Jones has 


American woman"™ 
noted, both riffs and one-ups Essence's 
and a broader nose, 


has broader hips, fuller lips, 


Woman") 
borah Mitchell. Principal 


rding to product manager De 


who has dressed black Barbies 


acco 
ack-Perkins, 


designer Kitty Bl 
adds that the Shani dolls are 


their birth in 1980, 
culturally-specific 


since 
vy cheer unique, 
" yather than 


also distinguished b 


clothes in "spice tones, [and] ethnic fabrics," 
"fantasy colors like pink © " (gtd. in Jones 36) 
dently the colors of the faint of skin- 
n that fuller 11ps, proader noseS, wider hips, 
e the Shani dolls 


ficult 


r lavender 


evi 
more 


The notio 
ieres somehow mak 
n raises many ane 


and higher dere 
everproblematic 


y African America 
and the 


realisticall 
the typical and the 


t authenticity, truth, 


e real and the symbolic, 
laim that 4 


questions abou 

categories of th 

what are we saying when we © 
Look? 


Kk"? How doeg: black 


stereotypical - Just 
entically African 


"look blac 


does not 
11 look auth 


to make 2 do 
ed, prescri 


doll does or 
uld it take 
preconcelv 


What wo 
ptive ideals of 
claims of 


American? What 
ed in such 


e blackness are inscrib 


legitimat 


authenticity? How can doll manufacturers or any other image 
makers -- the film industry, for example -- attend to 
and phenotypical differences without 


cultural, racial, 
merely engaging the same simplistic big-lips/broad—-hips 


stereotypes that make so many of us -- blacks in particular 
teeth? What would it take to 


-- grit our (pearly white) 
produce a line of dolls that more fully reflects the wide 
occupations, 


shapes, colors, hair styles, 


variety of sizes, 
abilities, and disabilities that African Americans -- like 
what price 


all people -- come in? In other words: 
difference? 

If such specificity -- such ethnic "authenticity" -- 
were possible to achiéve in a doll, its purchase price, I 


suspect, would be mech higher than a profit-driven 
corporation like Mattei would be witisneves pay. Let me 
again invoke Shani to prove my point. On the one hand, 
Mattel was concerned enough about producing an ethnically 


correct black doll to seek the advice of black image 


specialists such as Darlene Hopson in the development and 


marketing of the Shani line. Ultimately, however, the 


company was not willing to follow the advice of such experts 
where doing so would cost the corporation nore than the 
price of additional dyes and ethnic fabrics be 

All cultural commodities are not created equal. It 


eems to me that however profitable their production may be 


hpaniah= language ehildren'’s 


t bye publiebhing imeluetry 
erve a useful, educat jenal funetion for their target 
account the 


beeseo hk 
taking into 


stil i eres On the other hand, even 
rqument that blae k girle need blae k dolls to play with I 
' 
have a difficult time locating the redeeming social value in 
Mattel'’r little plaatic women, even or perhaps € 
é » especially 
when they are tinted brown and Hecorated in Kente cloth 
wna Kufi hate, ae the new Soul Train Shani dolls are. And 
that hordes of black consumers are 


white I am certain 
grateful for the black haircare products and cosmetics 
marketed by mainstream corporations such as Clairol, Revion, 
convinced that J.C. Penney's target 


ang Mary Kay, 1 am less 

audience will really find much cultural enlightenment in the 

Kente cloth potholders, napkin rings, and dish towels that 
“expressions of cultural 


currently marketing as 


the store is 


pride. se 
Thus it is that from custom-designed bedroom 
ud cloth from Mali in West Africa 


nates inspired by m 
unced yoo 


coordi! 
ftan or “Uwe (prono 


dered metallic ca 
the royal 


to an embroi 
"garments worn by 


way, meaning dress) ™ inspired by 
what J.-C. Penney is trading in 


pecial occasions, 
g is cultural 


n this blaxplo 
Li, mis-spent 
s who buys it 
ntity” aamesr 


jtation catalo 
racial pride- 
s Kufi hats, 


court on §& 
and trading on i 
nd, if you wi 
Penney's care 
"In Search of Ide 


difference 42 


Although I doubt that 
jlack-on-black dishware, and 


panish- language children‘ 


mt Lishing it ry 
»K v | 
1 1 eful educational fun tion ft ther arget 
: On © 
i ther hand, even taking into at ount the 
rh tt ; k 
.ck girls need black dolls to play with, I 
' 
> 
av an a icult t ; 
ime locating the redeeming socia 1 value if 
™M te etl 
ttle plastic Ww men € 
" C . sven or perhap es : \ 
s espet ially 
v hy 2n . > » 
w hie they are tinted brown and decorat ed in Kente¢ cloth 
-e c1loVr 
| Ky -s ) ts > ww > by 
‘ 1a as the new soul Train Shani dolls are And 
t > s a Bs nc 
while 1! am ort 2s 
ce ain that hordes of black consumers are 
cosmetics 


qrateful for the black haircare products anda 
marketed by mainstream corporations such as Clairol, Revion, 
wna Mary Kay, r am less convinced that gj.c. Penney's target 
audience wt Ll really find much cultural enlightenment in the 
Kente cloth potholders, napkin rings, and dish towels that 
store is currently marketing as “expressions of cultural 


the 
a bedroom 


n West Africa 


pr ide.” 
Thus it is that from custom-designe 
mud cloth from Mali at 


inspired by 
ced yoo - 


coordi nates 

to an embroidered metallic caftan or "Uwe (pronoun 

meaning dress) ™ inspired by "garments worn by the royal 
Penney is trading in 


way, 
court on special occasions," what J-C- 
and trading on in this blaxploitation catalog is cultural 
difference and, if yor will, mis-spent racial: pride- 
cares who buys TiS Kufi hats, 


that penney'S 
ames. 


Lda i Search of Taentity™ Gg 


Alt hough r doubt 
black-on-black dishware, and 


hegemonic terms related to the 
beliefs about the female self that create a 
dominant and subordinate female ideals (Rand 
naturalization of this body form and hair and eye 
could be seen as promoting ageism, sexism, anda the er 

3 tne gene 
perception that a woman's beauty 15 her most important 
feature (10). Women who are unable to achieve Barbie-esqus 
subordinate in a society that 


characteristics may feel 
bie doll image. 


values the Bar 
physique of the Ken doll stirred up further 


y of mature dolls designed 


or 
U.S 


The 


controversy about the anatom 
sent Ken's 


ered around how to repre 


Debate cent 
In her book Barbie's 


children. 
if he was even to be given one. 


Erica Rand explains that the 


penis, 
"modest 
ent off for production in Japan dur 
d when a supervising engineer 
f Ken's genitalia 


Queer Accessories, 


bump™ Ken prototype § 


1961 was reconceptualize 
tting any hint oO 


advised Mattel that omi 
would lower production costs by 1 5 cents per doll (42)- 
Ken was neutered- Chileren sti** 
na the 


iderable debate, 
ple escort for Barbie, 2 


After cons 
a would pe more 


s an accept@ 


felt that he wa 
assumption that his lack of genitalt Si 
- : § ; na turned out to 
d bing #han thre absence af Barbie + wagi 
{sturbl 
-oncern © 
cupation of adults rather than the ¢ 
be the preoc 
44-45) - * 
oung childre® ( ae : 
family name 15 Roberts and her midad 
' 
s 


and Ken's family name is Carson. The dolls were 


Millicent, 
Barbara and Ken, 


and 


named atter Ruth Handler's children, 
Carson/Roberts (Rand 49). 


Mattel's advertising agency, 
med George (an engineer) and Margaret 


Barbie's parents are na 


but reference to these figures is absent 


(a housewife), 
Barbie novels that were publis 


Barbie is portrayed as 4 hia 


hed during the 


outside of 
h school 


1960s. In these novels, 


nt whose family lives in 
never made into plastic form, and Mattel 


nceptualization of parental 


Barbie has eight family 


a small town called Willows. 


stude 


Her yankee were 
ti oLeen admit. to their co 


does no 
ones 99-100) .- 


figures for Barbie (J 
and a 


g five younger sisters, 
reation of Barbie's family 


includin two cousins, 


other named Todd. The ¢c 
de from the obscure and 


ates Barbie 


members, 


younger br 
Sag figures (asi 
ated reference to George and Margaret) situ 

younger siblings and 


n to give guidance to 
o mentors for Barbie herself 


without 


outd 
in a positio 


extended family but provides n 


"friends™ who represent 


(98) - 
y-three 


in all, Baie Bese 
ethnic groups and identities - None of these 
and they 


a variety of 
opular than Barbie, 


characters ever became moe po 
i ‘ dema’ for a 
were pasically designe sumer demands 


d to meet cons 
i n ios. 

ngework of friends and increase potential fantasy scenar 
asian features, such as round eyes 


s classic Cauc 
stant even in 


Barbie' 
etite frame, 


remain con 


small nose, and p 


) ins ] m ¢ ear uv * compan ace , ans 
. . 5 Y 
{ | | tt ! ) In Ss 6Tie 
1 ‘a te 


Catalogs 
ja on ue 
just any body j for 
’ ) examp Le 
Pens : : 
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alculation in that last 
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actuall 
(What a misc 


ocentric catalog- 


Afr 
regard.) 

Bodacious as they may pe, however, Barbie’s firm 
plastic breasts have no nipples ~~ nothing that might 
offend, nothing that might suggest her own pleasure- And if 
her protruding plastic mounds signify 2 simmering 
sensuality, what are we to make of her missing genitalia? 

s that Barbie's genital ambiguity can be 
"reflection of 


" and as a 


McCombie suggest 
to be po 


"homage t° ‘good taste’ 


ch sexy and 


-__ 


read as an 


adul : = yet remain virginal (4) ~ I aqgree that her body 
- : 

if + S Cc rea i gs, but it also sone ? =] 14 > +] % 

iv tes su h din sc seems tc me tt ‘ there 16 


nothing ambiguous about Barbie's crotch 
inaction. ile 

t While male dolls like Ken and Jamal have bumps 
and in some instances simulated underwear 


"down there” 
most Barbies come neither with 


etched into the plastic, 
drawers nor with even a hint of anything that needs 
"it" is already covered or erased. As an 


covering, even as 
Barbie is locked into a 


icon of idealized femininity, then, 
ich she must be always already sexual 


never-never land in wh 
Conspicuously sensual on top 


without the possibility of sex. 
below, her plastic body indeed 


but definitively nonsexual 
has inscribed within it the very contradictory, whore / 
madonna messages with which patriarchy taunts and even 
umatizes young women in par 


nd of speculation about B 
to chide adults for their 


tra ticular. 
This ki arbie's breasts has led 

the doll's creator, Ruth Handler, 
nasty minds. "In my opinion people make too much of 
"They are just part of the 


Handler has complained. 
| (or 


“‘hreasts," 
Handler has 4 point 


body" (qtd- in BillyBoy 26) _ Mrs. 
maybe two) - I feel more than just oe 
e contemplating the body parts 
What is fascinating, however 


ittle ridiculous myself 


eg and sex life of 
as I Sl ex Ee 
what I think 


resists theorizing, 


e of plastic- 
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invites and 


piec 
at is Barbie, 


is worth studying, 


is not the lump of molded 
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what poth 
plastic th 


Life thé iS} 
hat is not that is our inventi0 
$$ more shou 


tell 


imaqinary 
as a cultural artifact may be able to 
Ourselves and our society more about society's attitudes 
toward its women than anything we might ny abo the 
doll heror, rather, itself. 

Alexis de Tocqueville ane 


nineteentn century, 
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In the 
character, 


others argued that you could judge the 
civilization by the 
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of a 


advancement 
of women in 


degree of 
What is the status 
j serve 


can Barbdie 


and 


and treatment of its women. 
and 
it seems 


to be twenty—-first—centuryAmerica 
Barbie, 


soon 
a barometer for measuring that status? 
ocess of socsalization —— of 


is a key player in the pr 


as 
zation -- that begins in infancy and 


to me, 


engendering and raciali 
is furthered by almost everything about our society, 
books children read, the toys they play with, 


s they watch on television. 
ing channels one Saturday morning, 1 
impse of which impelled me 


including the 
and the cartoon 


While chang 
a cartoon, just 4 gl 


happened upon 
At the point that It 


menacingly male bulldog was barkin 
light-colored cat, who simply Bb 
and rubbed he 


gray ' 
ecty: 


uned in, a biG, 


Gg furiously at 4 pr 
atted her long 
x tiny feline body 


to watch on. 
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led, the softer the cat meowed, using her 
n the dog 


parked and grow 
e wiles to wi 


e body and her feminin 


slinky felin 


and, 1 imaqine, 


before my eyes 
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the eyes i i j 
y of millions of children, the ferocious beans! 
transformed int : i 
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everywhere spe > \ 
y e repeatedly saving her trom all manner of evil 
and danger fime anc i i 
ger. Time and time again, the bulldog rescued the 
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pless, accident-prone pussy from falling girders, on 
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By the end, 
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as his 


innocent frailty, 
sticated, 


dog was completely dome 
d of bed for the cat 


once ferocious bull 
Lo 


no Longer menacing body became a kin 


nestle in. 
a number of ways to read the 


There are, of course, 
L suppose chat 


d racial politics of th 
t theorizes Barbie as 
ght claim the 


gender an is cartoon. 
e thought process tha a feminist 
mere accessories mi 


eline, 
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ne for whom men are 
kind of feminist £ 
sonates for me 1 
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What re n the 
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her way- 


feminin 
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mistake, however: ate 
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pestiality- Make no : 
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out over parbarism b can 


wins 
herself femininity- 
} sages 
Interestingly enough, these are the kinds of messag 
i ten made- 
fairy tales and children's stories are of 


of which 


White knights rescue fair damsels in distress from darK, 
forbidding evils of one kind or another. As Darlene and 
Derek Hopson argue: “Some of the most blatant ene simplistic 
representations of white as good and black as evil are found 
" where evil black witches and good 
plack 


in Ghildren's literature, 
white PALrLes as heroes in white and villains in 
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d tne 


for $24.99, 


abound 
Mattel, reaches halfway aroun 


Todayr 
me -- Nigerian 


gives Litele rot os a black 1ike 


ders of plastic, ayes, 


world ancl 
eh Through <he won 
he hnomes of 


Barbies to play wi 
any brings into t 


the comp 
at ~L as a young 


and mass production, 
dren a Nigeria th cnild 


roblilem is that Mattel'’s 


an American chil 
ow existed- The p 
The would 


Afric 
did not even kn 

s not exist eit -pe ethnic dolls of 
1ike their 


git prototyPSe: 


n imperfections - 
e's perfect 


Nigeria doe her- 
the world Mattel sells, nepaditional, blonds 
a” all-American have no gaps: 


hs or other 


no pig 


plue-eye 
For 4 


ears, no chubby thig 
€ into Barbi 


dream mysel 
ix may be 4 


place 


ace, 1 eam 
f in her image - 


modest pr 
s still n° 


anions 47 I dream mysel 


world, 
small world, 4 whole new world, put there i 


for me as me 1 


indeed efforts to produce and market such truer to Lite 


have not met with mue h commercial LUCCeRS Cultural 


aoll 
erities like me can throw theoretical atones at her all we 
want, but part ot! Barbie's infinite appeal isa her very 


mnerfection, the extent to which ahe is both product and 


purveyo: ef the dominant white Western ideal of beauty. 


And what of black and white beauty? Lt Colored Francie 


failed thirty years aqo in part because of her Caucasian 
features, what are we to make of the current popularity and 
commercial success ol Black Barbie and Shani, straight hair 
and all? Have we progressed to a point where "qifference™ 
makes no aifference? Or have we regressed to such a degree 
that "adifference" is only conceivable as similarity -- 3 a 
mediated text that no matter what sts aye job ultimately 


must be readable as white. 


- 


Black and White Dolls in the United States: 1940 Through 


1970 


Introduction 
In the decade before the Brown case climaxed in the 


1954 Supreme Court decision, Kenneth and Mamie Clark were 


testing African-American children on their images of sell 


The controversial "doll tests” played a significant role in 


the evidence marshaled by N.A.A.C.P. lawyers to show how 


damaging were the effects of segregation on the psyches of 


the black young. But if the children of that era were so 


harmed by the consistent signs of black degradation that 


many chose white over black dolls as most like themselves-- 


seek at the case of white children tested later, black over . 
white dolls to treat shabbily-——how much more trauma is %. 
imposed on the young today by the plethora of negative © 
images in this age of television? : 2 eae es 
having to do with thes 


African de 
€ sce > . +4 
ent were noncitizens possessed of no rights that 
wbiiged to nonor. 


people of European descent were < 
The Civil War overruled Dr ed Scott, but in 1896 Plessy 
v. Ferguson overruled the war by sanctioning separate train 
cars for black rail travelers-—a decree followed by the 
by the old Confederacy 


enactment of new st ate constitutions 
returning blacks to antebellum caste status 


flagrantly 


Children’s Attitude 
of color in large numbers 


In America today children 
s of Southern 


have reasons other than the segregationist law 
states to have "a feeling of inferiority” -—reasons 
to race, and to class as well. 
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d black children pionee 
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has shown that such efforts gene 
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At worst, 
for instance- 
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they find some 


by law is tha 


when people do not agree with a law, 
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way to c 
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bla 
" status early i 
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quest 
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result, 
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1 isolate 


relegated to 
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education system 15 only interes 
history, art 

, literature and atandards of beauty perceived 
as valuable 

e to its own younger! generation. Physical 
inte 
eqration, but mental seqreqation 
Classroom Study 
here positive 


mult Lcultural societies w 
black youth 


This has not 


In today's 
accounts of 


models of blackness exist, 
identifying as ‘white’ are relatively sparse. 
always been the case. Ear Ly psychological studies using 
found nearly all children showed a 


dolls, regardless of 


black and white dolls 
na that 


propens ity to choose white 
ther classroom study fou 


heir black 


greater 
In ano 


identity. 
class refused to paint t 
self-portraits by 
‘white’. No 


their racial 


wnite pupils in his 
k skin tones and that 
strued themselve 
Lly contingent - 


triends with dar 
s as 


ildren also con 


black ch 
doubt these dynamics are historica 
However, the phenomenon of black people who ,aentify as 
writers, through 4 complexr 
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mplified by 
‘pla 


ck skin white masks’ + 


is best exe 
ortraits of 
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e terms 


eraction h 
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round-bre 
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le of his 9 aking analysis: 
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sg suggest 


Lace and 
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young Pee 
previous chapter sugdge 
olour - In particu 
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shaping young people's 
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re significant factors 
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Southerners 


cultural attachments. 
When P 5 
lessy was over ruled by Brown in 1954 
were correct 
i “ sse 
n their assessment that Brown represented the 
First st i i 
Ss step ; i 
p in dismantling segregation, though it took a 
rights re : 
g > revolution to actually remove racist laws What 
S. 1 - 
968 and the advent of the 


civil 
as progressively evolved since 1 


(with four 
years out for Carter's cerm) 


h 

Nixon Administration 

an attack on black children and youth that is new in 

jstory- It is currently culminating in the fury of 
uf of ficials-—headed by the president 

nt draconian federal 


is 
American h 


state and federa 


local, 
s--as reflected in the prese 


ana Congres 
gs Eat all of 


crime bill. 

The bottom line now is basic human right 

n issue that speaks to the very heart 
attitudes: 


y of beliefs, 
The 


erica's children, 2 
A wariet 
lations-” 


Am 
he nation. 


and survival GE © 


e described by the term "race re 


and actions ar 
ationship between blacks and whites in the 
e of concern <O snterested 


state of the rel 
ure- 


often a source 
recarious nat 


ts and others have been 


ing-to descr 


United States is 
s somewhat P 


ecause ef 2% 
ibe and 


Consequently, many social scientis 
e to the importance of attempt 
ious aspects of this 


citizens b 


sensitiv 
stand var phenomenon - 


under 
Ss traced 


Expert 
n blacks 


p betwee 


relationshi 


e ant roduction ot 


srlier conditions that developed from th 
as slaves into the society: The slave system 
nes formulated by 


black Africans 
and social attitudes and racial daoctri 
whites in reaction to this system contributed to the 
resulting relationship- They asserted that the pegin 
acial conflict in America eould: act pe gare" a specific 

' here were four 


gested instead tnat + 
€ race relations which 


They sug 


date. 
ods in the history © 


outstanding peri 
h dates of court decisions- 


when for che first cime, 


uld be’ marked wit 


was in 1661 
ked che 


The first period 
the law permitted 1ife ai? 

ndentured service for whites and the peginning of 
ife enslavement for blacks in this country- 

reflected jn the famous Scott V- sanford 

e Supreme Court euled that a black 
aves | was not entities Ae) 
fore, had no 


essy Vv: 


+. This event mar 


The “second 


end of 1 


period was 
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deciSion, in which th 
 aeaiaine” whose ancestors were sl 
rights “of an american Gitiz 
B fnird was nerald 

hed the 


there 
ea by the PL 
"separate put 


en and, 


urt- 


(1896), ch estab1lis 


standing in co 
Ferguson case whi 
equal" doctrine- The five . 
Brown V- Board of Education decision, 
‘ e separate 


segregat 


anconsti tutionat- 


but equal doctrine jae0 data 
Clark, @ 


aapa r ate 
Clark. 


ehallendging the 

comp i led by New York pays nologist Kennetr 

protessor at the City Colledge of New (OUR. tested African 

American children between the ages of $s and 28 norther™ 
He began by showing the children four 
were 


put they 


ick the one he 


cities. 


southern 
white, 


and 
were 


dolia: two were brown, and two 
asked each child to p 


identical. He 
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d the children to pick 
Looks bad,” and "the doll that 
an American children, even the 
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or she would or 
best.” Clark also aske out 
is a 


@aoll,* “tne doll that 
nice co Loft Most of the Afric 
clear preference for the white doll 


showed a 


youngest ones, 
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h century has seen many changes in che 
see as especially 


The twentiet 
jon to 


-Writers 


the races. 
cus from integrat 


relations between 
ecent shift in £o 
ins to 


significant the rx 
from nonviolent marches and sit- 
e of some 


black separatism, 
d the acceptanc 


nd rhetoric, 2n 
red 


ncy in action a 
ns to gain desi 


milita 
use of any mea 


mililtant blacks of the 


ends. 


The Supreme Court's logic “2 
s logic in the Brown case is in tune 
1 discourse in this 


The Supreme Court" 
politica 


er currents in American 
all the wrong leg@ 


with larg 
1 and 


y--looking for right in 


centur 


NE 
on damage to 


cultural places. The psychologizing emphasis 
the poignant exercises with 

doubt waiia, bet are 
n an argument for 


black children's self-esteem, 
@ollis, were and are no 
jent factors to adduce i 


paral jel with che 


black and white 
hardly the most sal 
school integration. There is 4n eerie 


jater Roe v- Wade d@ecision. 
the Court plumped for an 


In each case, 
“feeling of inferiority,” “right to privac isda 
itical and economic 


argument-—— 
that, in its effacement of the lesser pol 
power afforded to blacks and women, allowed subsequent 
legislation and policy that clearly contradicted the Court's 
ther than following the Court's psychologism and 
"self—-esteem™ OF the 


intent. Ra 
about children's 
we would do petter =D 


tinuing to worry 
sm" in inner cities, 
ciple of radically 


ldren's feelings 


con 
"culture of nihili 
fight hard for the democratic prin 
equalizing all public school funding- Chi 
and culture, in an egalitarian, well-funded environment, 
will take care of themselves- 


Black and white polis: 1940'S through 1970's 
THE [TRANS FORMAT ION OF NORTH AMERICAN IMAGES AND 
transnat jonal commodities and their 

cess of globalization 


PRODUCTS into 
circulat ion around the world in a pro 
has raised concerns about the homogenization of cultures- 
This research explores how commodities need not serve 
exclusively as vehicles for the meanings and values invested 
ern producers, but may be transformed into 
s or local identities through 4 


jon refers to the 


in them by West 
1 meanings 


representations of indigenou 
The term creolizat 
ed nove 


s of creolization- 
goods are assign 


y which foreign 
tural settings- 


comment ators 


n of affirmat 
e achieved 


proces 
have come forth 


process b 
and uses in diverse cul 
Recently @ number of Black 


ive action- 
great 


e against the continuatio 
who hav 


rican-American scholars, 
hat treating 


to argu 
dsr claim & 


acilitate 
ries to be 


e penefici4 
erior: and 


These Af 
heights in their respective fiel 
referential manner will not £ 


n instead 
s and by 
cial tre 


cause ch 
rs as int 


Blacks inaP 
nis perce 


nt and ca 
eption 


sdvanceme 
ived by t their pee 
atment - bY 


nieve wit 


hemselve 


,erce 
hout spe 


nable to ac 


_———————————————— 


peneficiaries of 


of inferiority, it i5 argued, is causing 
affirmative action to be stigmatizt da by its programs. 
In actuality, African Americans are repeatedly 
bombarded with images and experiences that relate the 
message that "White is right” and being Black 1S somehow 
second-—class.- This constant denigration has engendered a 
certain degree of self-hate and diminished self-esteem among 
Blacks in America. However, the demeaning of black culture 
is not limited to the United States. In Brazil, 4 popular 
saying is that “In Brazil, there is no racism: the Negro 
knows his place.” The racial bias within Brazil is simply 
characterized as "white is best and black is worst and 
therefore the nearer one is to white, the better.” Receiving 
the message that one's skin color makes one inferior can be 


and can have 2 


ndividual's psyche, 
The assertion 


quite damaging to an Zl 
negative impact on one's future aspirations. 
that affirmative action stigmatizes its peneficiaries 
overlooks the negativity that has been attributed Oo 
african-American culture since colonial +<imes.- Arguably, 
affirmative action will play 4 major role in preaking down 
the belief among numerous African Americans that they cannot 
advance in the greater american sOCLeEtY- By increasing che 
he employment spectrum, 


level GL 


number of Blacks at every 
i i b 
the messages of Black inferiority will be counteracted y 
ained 
images of Black success and progress: The good to be Gg 


sonstructs 2 


omi 


the equation- 
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features, 
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active- However, 
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the 
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£ course th 
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-stanctivel 
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long her 
pearance, 
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features 
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ose that 
straight ha 
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e character 
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ix, 
n complexion, 
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would be = 


y Black 


nigh 


<ne 


e, nin 


and 
which 


emoved —rom 


associat jons, while 


towards the above 
ss0ciat ions to a 


tendencies 
as 


qreate! 
hildren with darker skin exhibited the 
lesser degrece- Regardless of the racial makeup of the 
child's school, segregated or desegregated, the connec tion 
of White to positive and Black to negative held true. 
(T]he inferiority felt by Blacks (can be traced) 
the days of slavery where not only the physical 
d, but also anything 


tro 
laves were debase 


acteristics of s 
the overt 


from White- Similarly, 


char 
© 


that was different 
tion of the Black culture by the wnit 


e of the reactions that the 


and devalua 


ubtedly the caus 
hin the Clark study displayed towar 
che stereotypes 


sent times, E 


opptr ession 


majority is undo 
a the 


children wit 


In pre 


media and the ed 
ricans in "posi 


e dolls- 
ucational system 


respectiv 
d by the mass 
k of African Ame 
nate America's ez 


portraye 
<ions of 
young age 


e wrth the lac 
tizens at a 


combin 
authority" to jndoctri 
that White Ts superior to Black- 
Board of Education case broke new ground 
gued. The 


The Brown V- 
ued, but in how it was ar 
eavily on 


n what it arg 
ols relied h 


not only et 


jon in scho 


st segregat 
and on social 


argument again 

the consideration of "jntangible" factorss 
arch as proof of the psychologicat damage chat 

gregation- The notion 


science rese 
ed under se 


w has been 


black jndividuals experienc 
of psychologicat damage and its relationship to la 
e recently gia the use of narrative as a means 


explored mor 


> of communicating the intangible factors that previously came 
to light in the Brown v. Board of Education case. 
The AL gument tor Int angible Factors 
tn the Brown vV- Board of Education case, the court 
rulea that segregated school systems denied black children 


the “equal protection of the law” they were guaranteed under 

the Fourteenth Amendment. in order to argue that segregation 
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Yucatec culture. Mestiza Barbies are designed slightly 
Shorter than Mattel Barbie dolls and are considered a more 
accurate representation of the female body type in Yucatan. 
Locally produced versions of Barbie are less expensive 
than Mattel Barbie dolls, and the former are sold for an 
average price of 25-100 pesos ($3-$10 US), whereas Mattel 
dolls are priced between 200 and 600 pesos ($20-$60 US). 


Some of the prepackaged imitation versions available are 


called: Betina (28 pesos), Monique (24 pesos), Nina (30 


pesos), Erika (20 pesos), Tatiana (30 pesos), and Birbie (28 


pesos). 
Hard, plastic, no-name brand versions of Barbie 
produced in the Mexican factory are packaged in clear 


plastic bags and sold without clothing. The identity of 


undressed dolls is ambiguous compared to Mattel Barbie 


dolls, whose personas are designated at the time of 
production when they are adorned with costume. As will be 


seen presently, the local production of culturally 
appropriate clothing for undressed dolls is one of the means 


through which Barbie has been redesigned as a culturally 


meaningful icon. 
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In the United States and Canada, Ken could be 
understood as an accessory to Barbie, and his role as a 
dominant male is downplayed. He was created to take Barbie 
out if she so desires, but he has never been an essential 
element in the formation of her own identity. Furthermore, 


he never questions her desire to pursue a career outside of 


the home (Shapiro 123). In Merida, Barbie is often situated 
inside the home, performing traditional female 
responsibilities rather than being conceptualized as a 
career woman. Ken is considered to be “muy macho," and his 


relationship to Barbie is not always understood in 


monogamous terms——-related to the fact that the number of 


Barbie dolls in a collection outweighs the number of Ken 
qdolls. 


During games, children often enact the typical gender 


relations they witness, and Barbie frequently complains to 
her girlfriends about possessive Ken who stops her from 


participating in social activities because of his jealousy. 
When boys are present during Barbie play, they insist on the 
superiority of their action figures to Ken, and explain that 
yirls prefer to use their Maxtil or Actionman dolls as the 
oyfriend of Barbie because they are stronger and more macho 
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Cone Lusion 
rhe power ol consumers to express their identity by 
reformulat ing foreign commodities 8° ehat they fit in with 
local practices and systems of meaning 15 impressive in 
Merida, Barbie has been approp% iated and refashioned Lo 
reflect Local aesthetics (make~UP + clothing, physical form, 
and packaging)» the quince anos ceremony (an important 
aspect of female adolescent identity) » traditional values 
(reg ional dance) ; and Maya clothing (huipiles) . As in the 

Barbie is defined 


the identity ot 


to locally P* oduced dolls 


United States and Canada, 
through clothing, although access 
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freedom to generate no 
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This study jllustrates that when products are displaced 
from their culture of production, they have the potential to 
aracteristics associated with the new atmospher® 


take on ch 


in which they are situated through processes of consumption. 
The eventual reproduction of Barbie dolls in Mexico City to 
make them economically accessible and aesthet ically 
has been an important element in transforming 


appropriate 
her status from a foreign commodity into a local cultural 
icon. it is significant that it was the processes of 

ted these locally meaningful dolls 


consumption that genera 
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and situated the image of 
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ower of consumer agency to 


demonstrates the p 


hin local systems of meaning- 
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ater, more looking face. The black Grown 
“a emery ler ener wena = 
“bob” and had bendable legs, a more developed 

and the mare refined arms and hands of the 1965 
Grown Up Tammy and Misty dolls. She came 
dressed im the sume outfit as her Caucasian sister and 
the boxes were emical An example of a black 


{n 1968, Mattel finally released a black fashion doll 
with realistic ethnic features. Talking Christie came 
with light brown sicin and dark brunette hair in a sort 
of wavy bubble cut. | 
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A- stephen RLS Chi tdren with doll (942. ( 1942). molded tongue. Original Marks Ideal Dell, on 
. - ‘ - r 4-2 . "edu. sahrglc. head. 1961. $90.00. 


Soldier Flexy (1938) 13° Compo head and hands, flexible wire 
arms and legs, painted features, wooden torso and feet, dressed 
in khaki so!-iers uniform. Marks: IDEAL DOLL (on head). 


Courtesy Veron Ic Phillips. $200.00. 


4- €0lobn park. Childe and doll, 1/942 C Photoqas 7( 1 9542). Wdea}-18" “Judy Splinters” Latex arms and legs. 


Cloth body. Barly vinyl head. Black yarn hair. 


F a 


> ’ ~~ » 
>WoA\Y . > 
Sea 


Black Plexy (1938 - 42) 13° Composition head and hands. flexible 
and 

cetera ania terte and font, painted btack molded feahures fe 

suspenders, rringbone pants. Trademarks: VORAL, 

Courtesy Veronica Phillips. $225.00. SOUL, (en band 


yea ys \. ry “las “ Miy: ' . 
UW TA Dela! All cloths with fivekwain Meee 
Wek Dito Matinee Var hale Hnet made of 


“pare eet i Ovigiiwl Mavke It's the 
PeulelDoll/M hy Jun Newelly Oe es, 1040, 
BALIN, (Ov tmay Viginin Jone) 


if Fhe emer AML ecmmneperttiiens mind alk rt 
inal, toes. Markee Hiffanhas, an back. Tags Thies 
in/Patay Jemn/The Larvable Inp/ With ‘Tittabte 
Heed/nnd Marvalle Limba/an Bflanhes Dror whee 
Pall, (Oourteny, Frances & Mary Jane Antestie). 
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Saralee Publicity Shot showing black and white child 
together (1061). Courtesy Miriam Gittleson. 
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‘ 


_ 1971—Talking Brad (1114). Darker skin. . 1971—Talking Ken 1111. 
‘Soul Train Jamal 
f 


iM#: 10288 BD: 1992 HC: Painted Black. C: Pleather navy blue wane 
_.\shorts. Yellow tank-top. Long matching navy blue pleather jacket with mu 


! - color Kente-print sleeves \/s. Multi-color Kente-print cap. Black boots with | 
J am Ay istring ties. | | : 


© 4tp-//www.manbehindthedoll.com 


CLARENCE PAGE, Chicago _ | 
Tribune: Like a rainbow, she comes in | 
colors. Mick Jaggar sang that once. He 
might well have been singing about 
Barbie, the modern Barbie. There’sa _ 
dark brown Barbie, a light brown 
Barbie. There’s an Asian Barbie, and a 
Native American Indian Barbie. There’s a Puerto Rican | 
Barbie, complete with traditional dress and a brief history of — 
the island on the box. And, of course, there’s the original | 
Barbie. She’s pink and blond. She’s the one who first 


captured the heart of Ken. 


80's on: Dolls from the 1980's to the present. 
Totally Hair Ken, Basketball Kevin, Workout 
Jazzie, Big Brother Ken, Pizza Party Courtney , 
Pearl Beach Skipper, Romeo, Flashlight Fun 
Janet, Purple Panic Christie, Army Ken, 
Tommy, Kelly, Jenny, Tommy and Deidre. 
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this experiment were 253 black children. 134 from segregated public nurset? schools. 2% 
119 from racially mixed nursery schools. The Clarks found that black children preferree 
d rejected black dolls when asked to choose which were nice. 
or. The Clarks 


she further 
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white dolls an 
bad. which they would like to play with, and which was 4 nice 
ack children would rather be white.” 
ey e-catching studies 


findings that bl 
ut also helped 
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ark produced 
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a children who 


01) writes: 
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Oppenheimer (1968)- Ursula M. Brow” (26 
stud) (1968) replicated the racial doll study with white 4° well as bla 
were given a choice of three rather than two dolls with different skin colors Both plack 
colored dolls when asked such question» as ‘1S qhere 4 doll 
ay with 


doll to p) 


ne white 


and white children rejected the 
that is a good doll?” The majority of the children preferred tk 
thought it was the good doll. and believed it to have a nice color. Greenwald and 
k children do not manifest an unusual tendency t© 


onclude that blac 
to them.” 


Oppenheimer c 
atify themselves but that the black skin color is undesirable 
ave a profound influence in the 


ychological powers h 
nds. These forces eve 


studies {hat reveal 


miside! 


cts of social and ps 
ntually wind up 


The imp@ 
m all racial backgrou 


of the children fro 
fe. Therefore, research 


e on the subject © 


children had 


upbringing 
nall factions of li 
f racism. 


are of great importance 


ocial and psychological potencies 00 


- nstitutionalizing racism i 
these social and psychological potencies 
One pioneering study 00 the impact of s 
n conducted by Kline H. K (1979). “Black and White kindergarten and first-grade 

ndividually interviewed concerning his ¢8° ideal 


wn race and one of 


bee 


s. Each child was i 
the other 


children were subject 
with a doll of his 0 


and was then presented, successively, 
e whether each doll would achieve his standard and which of 
e children in both 


ere that most of thi 


olls would be successful in fulfilling @ goal 


11 would more 


race. Each was asked to judg 
ard. The results W 


ceed this stand 
that both of the d 
asked which do 
white doll. Althou' 
gnificance. Lastly. 


the two would ex 


ups predicted 
nearly attain the goal, 


resented. When 


racial gro 
iidren favored the 


which they had p 
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ntly chose the 
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White children 


White subj 
ve statistical Si 


Black children responded 


similarly, for 


nt did not achie 


black doll, this judgme 
s, and although 


predicted the success of both doll 


ally gignifice ant.” 


stz ,tisicé 
nd phy gical 


neither of the dolls was the proportion of success 
The realiz: ation of the existence ol racial gistinetion® skin color # 
features can change the behav jor of not only the elderly but also the youth. This 
realization comes through social interaction and quite often. it has peen noted that thes 
interactions can bring about @ * jolent & and de structive outcome- Ammons 2. B- (1979) 
ives; the first has been to evaluate; he cours© of 
res from 


presente é 
ces in skin color and facial featu 
n to assess “dif ferential social 


R. B.C 976) notes- 


research. The 


e second has bee 


> and the 
“The 


developmen" of é 
older age groups: 


ived racial differ 
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participation Ww 

a small, uw 
the stimuli along with a miniature equippet 
s, Fifteed 


in the playground were asked. After six 


stapled to the pipe cleaner 


their activities 
g the same procedure. Some of 


as held followin 


realiz: 
zation and growth and dev eclopment of racial gifterenes™ anc v4 impact 
> OSB 
arried out Clark K. © and § lark M.' Gye , 
ery 


Ps) cholog) of the children had been * 
They note, “The subjects ere presented with tour dolls, 
skin color. Two of the dolls were brown with black ha and two were white 
hair. All wore white diapers Fight questions concerning preference and racial 
identification” were asked of them Results for preferences showed that the majorly of the 
‘erred the W hite doll. In reference to preferences and eubject’S skin color, 
-eferred the white dolls, the light skinned subjects 


ile all subjects prs 
,. In terms ol 


children prel 
s show ed that wh 
ark-skinned subjects preferred them leas 
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result 

tended to prefer them most and d 

regional differences: northern subjects generally preferred the white doll more than ¢ 
and 


ects.” 
on the subject of the realization 


southern subj 
study carried out 


white children was done 


Another influential 
influence of racial differences amongst school going black and 
osky- Several variables had been te ken into considerations 
two brown and two 


by Datcher, Savage and Check 
type of school and sex- The experimenters used 
and fi fth-grade suburban children 


such as race, age, 
white dolls 0”. “Black and White kindergarten, {hird- 

gated and mixed schools.” Furthermore, the experimenters used the 

further substantiate his findings: 


m racially segre 


fro 
was asked 


ndividually and 


t was tested i 
a majority of 


The results showed that (\) 


ack doll; (2) most of the Black subjects 
gnificantly influence racial preference 


as found, (5) the effect of 


same questio 
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and company (1973) note 
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to respond to each que osing 4 doll. 
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for Black children; (4) 2° significant overall grade 


reference scores were 


grade was significant for Black males In that higher own-race P 
found for older than younger males--no such effect was found for Black females: (6) the 
race of the experimenter had no significant effect on the Black preference score for either 
race of children, howe’ er, a race of experimenter X sex of subject interaction approached 
significance with Black males tested by a Black experimenter receiving higher Black 
preference scores: and (7) a significant school type grade X race of experimenter 
h that in mixed schools at the kindergarten level the Black 
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Radke and Trager ‘ ] 
nd social differences and also © aluated the growth 

rds their personal race- 
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£ Black and White 
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It is clear from the aforementioned studies that dolls do influence and yncreas[e 
racial attitudes amongst black and white children. The vital question before Us today is 
whether these influences had been provoked purposefully or whether {his influence had a 
correlation with the history ° f the relationship between the black and the white 


community. 
ck and white children 
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fashion catalogue, 
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unacceptable. Sweet Sue Sophisticate as also marketed as {he second version of the 
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Toni doll and sold 


Conclusion 

This paper ©’ aluated the ‘nfluence of dolls on the black and white children during 
the periods between 1940’s and 1970's. A number of groundbreaking and pioneering 
research studies have been cited in the paper to provide a comprehensive analysis of the 
influence of dolls on the ps} chology of children. The studies have revealed that dolls 
have a major influence on the psychology of young children. The black and the white 
dentified themselves through their preferences of the color of the dolls. It is 
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Prior to the introduction of the Barbie doll, the most widely distributed doll had 
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were being sold in the United States than any other doll. Glenn Mandeville cites 

North American toy trade equivalent of Women's Wear Daily as 
956 in the U nited 


Playthings, the 
as the top-selling doll for 1 


1 listed Miss Revion 
nee 


marketplace bible. whicl 
e in gaining a wide audie 


ates not only the importance of lower pric 


States. This indic 
e level of popularity enjoy n dolls in the mid- to late-1950s, even 


ed in 1959.” 


ed by fashio 


but also th 


before Barbie was Jaunch 
olic doll of the 19 by Vogue. The Vogue Doll 


as a doll fashion de 


50s had been jill, 
with designs 


One more symb 
signing company 


ally established 
ture dolls of 


Company had been initi 
r Graves. Later on this company stared to manufac 
ame. Juliette Peers (2004) 


developed by Jennie Adle 
cessful brand n 


ing a highly sue 


high quality and ended up mak 


extension ol the basic m rketing CONE pts of the whité doll pyyeurnu fine quret \deas Sue ha 
marketing MPs price dec! jon, market gyre ntation rargelin wd pe {HOMIE applied © 
P the black doll nanufactures had Dees more oF lens in bine vith Une jomcli ne whit doll 
il will be worthwhile to evaluat the mark eink ~rate ; 
« black doll 


Therefor 
since literature on th 


manufacture! 
o white doll manutfactu 


leadin 


rers 
vette Peers M04) 
960 shad 


d by the 
{ limited in scope (Jul 


adopte 
very inadequate anc 
ugh the \ 


irers > 
e leading manufacturers of dolls 
» with other American 


from the 1940's thro 


manufac at 
companies yearning {or 


One ol th 
been \Jexande! Alexander S, alongs 
ts with the previously well-known names from Paris gpecifies the 

tthe Americal! 


branding their produc 
ute Couture into eV ery day life and values amongs 
> Juliette Peers (2004) 


penetration of Ha 
been named “I he Coty Girl. 
\ly Miss Revion, but the Coty 


children. Their most famous doll had 
yilar products especia 
association with a Paris- 


reveals, “The Coty Girl resembled sin 
antage in the teeming marketplace through direct 
ouse such as the 


Girl had an adv 
r than in a fashion h 


beit in cosmetics rathe 
e substantially 


based company, al 

Schiaparelli, Effanbee and Virga dolls. The Coty Girl's wardrob 
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